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entire island has lost power and many are 
without water. But, I would have cast my vote 
in opposition to this legislation before us 
today, which does not even come close to 
providing the robust relief that Puerto Rico 
needs. The Congress and this Administration 
need to step up and help Puerto Rico recover. 
However, this bill includes extraneous provi-
sions that provide limited tax relief to 2017 
hurricane victims while omitting natural dis-
aster tax relief for victims of disasters from 
2012 through 2016. The bill before us today 
completely circumvented the committee proc-
ess, despite the fact that Representative REED 
and I have had legislation on comprehensive 
disaster tax relief for years. 

NO on final passage of H.R. 2792, the Con-
trol Unlawful Fugitive Felons Act of 2017 (Roll 
Call No. 543). This bill would harm vulnerable 
seniors and individuals with disabilities by cut-
ting off their live-saving Supplemental Security 
Income benefits without due process, and in 
many cases for offenses with low monetary 
values, probation violations for misdemeanor 
offenses, and unpaid court fees or fines. I 
voted in opposition to this bill when it was con-
sidered by the Committee on Ways and 
Means on September 13, 2017, and I would 
have opposed it again today. 

YES on the Journal Vote. 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO STRAF-
FORD HIGH SCHOOL GIRLS BAS-
KETBALL TEAM 

HON. BILLY LONG 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 28, 2017 

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to con-
gratulate the 2017 Strafford High School Girls 
Basketball Team on an undefeated season 
that was topped off with a state championship 
title. 

The Strafford Indians maintained absolute 
perfection throughout the 2017 girls basketball 
season, failing to lose a single game and fin-
ishing with an outstanding 33–0 win-loss 
record. 

Strafford emerged victorious in March 2017 
with a Missouri Class 3 girls basketball state 
championship. This is the Indian’s second 
straight girls basketball state championship in 
a row after a title in 2016 as well. 

I am honored to recognize the Strafford 
High School Girls Basketball Team on their 
magnificent season and dedication to hard 
work and excellence. On behalf of Missouri’s 
7th Congressional District, I ask all of my col-
leagues to join me in congratulating these im-
pressive young women on their great season. 
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HONOR FLIGHT OF OREGON 

HON. GREG WALDEN 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 28, 2017 

Mr. WALDEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize the twenty World War II veterans and one 
Korean War veteran from Oregon who are vis-
iting their memorial on the National Mall on 
Saturday, September 30th, 2017 through 
Honor Flight of Oregon. Every time I have the 

chance to meet one of these heroes from the 
‘‘Greatest Generation,’’ I am reminded of the 
poignant words of General Dwight D. Eisen-
hower. In a message to Allied troops just be-
fore D-Day, he said, ‘‘The eyes of the world 
are upon you. The hopes and prayers of lib-
erty-loving people everywhere march with 
you.’’ 

He was right then, of course, Mr. Speaker. 
But over seventy years later, liberty-loving 
people everywhere continue to owe these he-
roes for their extraordinary service and their 
incredible stories of sacrifice and bravery on 
behalf of our country. That’s why it is my privi-
lege to enter their names into the CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD today. 

The veterans on this Honor Flight from Or-
egon are as follows: William Cochran, Army; 
Warren Davis, Army; Richard Fultineer, Army; 
William Johnson, Army; John Ritz, Army; Jack 
Downs, Army Air Force; Lawrence Willis, Army 
Air Force; Charles Kriegh, Marine Corps; 
Hiram Underwood, Marine Corps; Harry How-
ard Jr., Merchant Marine; John Webber, Mer-
chant Marine; Raymond Ayers, Navy; Ernest 
Gallo, Navy; Paul Gessford, Navy; Lawrence 
Horton, Navy; Stanley Luther, Navy; Lester 
Manosar, Navy; Harold Simpson Sr., Navy; 
Orville Stoltz, Navy; Gerhard Tank, Navy; and 
Paul Vincent, Navy. 

These twenty-one heroes join over 150,000 
veterans who have been honored through the 
Honor Flight Network of volunteers nationwide 
since 2005. 

I would also like to recognize the fourteen 
guardians traveling on this trip who have also 
served our country: Leon Clay Jr., Air Force; 
Charles Wills, Air Force; Ronald Kohl, Army 
and Air Force; Lyle Gessford, Army; Steven 
Howard, Army; Terry Wynkoop, Army; Gordon 
Wood, Marine Corps; Laurie Dutton, Navy; 
Terry Haines, Navy; David Haines, Navy; 
Chester Johnson, Navy; Larry Kennedy, Navy; 
Richard Santillie, Navy; and Tanya Wilson, 
Navy. 

I would also like to recognize Richard Wing 
Jr., who served our Veterans for 36 years as 
an RN at the VA Hospital, in Palo Alto, Cali-
fornia. 

And, of course, none of this would be pos-
sible without Gail Yakopatz, the longtime 
President of Honor Flight of Oregon. Gail has 
assisted hundreds of veterans, has been a 
tireless advocate for Oregon’s veterans and is 
someone I am proud to call my friend! 

Mr. Speaker, at the height of the Civil War 
in 1863, President Abraham Lincoln wrote, 
‘‘Honor to the Soldier, and Sailor everywhere, 
who bravely bears his country’s cause.’’ Each 
of us in this Chamber and in this nation should 
be humbled by the courage of these brave 
veterans who put themselves in harm’s way 
for our country and way of life. As a nation, 
we can never fully repay the debt of gratitude 
owed to them for their honor, commitment, 
and sacrifice in defense of the freedoms we 
have today. 

My colleagues, please join me in thanking 
these veterans and the volunteers of Honor 
Flight of Oregon for their exemplary dedication 
and service to this great country. 

TINAMARIE SEYFER 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 28, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Tinamarie 
Seyfer for receiving the City of Wheat Ridge’s 
Member of the Year Award. This award recog-
nizes businesses or individuals who have 
dedicated the past year for their contribution to 
the organization and the community, and are 
a positive reflection of the City of Wheat 
Ridge’s values. 

Tinamarie Seyfer spearheaded a new fund-
raising idea at the Wheat Ridge Holiday Light-
ing Ceremony—the tree auction. Tinamarie 
found groups and businesses to donate and 
decorate the trees for auction. She then 
worked to deliver the trees to the buyers’ 
homes or offices. Tinamarie serves on the 
Wheat Ridge Business Association board and 
assisted with the 2017 Ridgefest Car Show 
along with her husband, Troy. Tinamarie and 
Troy also hosted one of the monthly ‘‘Biz Mix’’ 
networking events, as well as owning her own 
business, ‘‘Five Rings Financial.’’ 

I applaud Tinamarie Seyfer for being the re-
cipient of this well-deserved honor by the City 
of Wheat Ridge, and I congratulate her on her 
success. 
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H.R. 3354 

HON. SUZANNE BONAMICI 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 28, 2017 

Ms. BONAMICI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
strong opposition to H.R. 3354, the Make 
America Secure and Prosperous Appropria-
tions Act. I am grateful to the Chairman and 
Ranking Member for including many of my 
policy priorities in the bill, but I cannot support 
the final measure because of the devastating 
cuts to education funding, environmental re-
sources, and our nation’s healthcare system. 

In 2015, Congress passed the bipartisan 
Every Student Succeeds Act. It is our respon-
sibility to provide the resources necessary for 
states and localities to fully serve students as 
authorized by ESSA. Unfortunately, the bill we 
are voting on undermines one of the great 
successes of the ESSA by significantly under-
funding the Student Support and Academic 
Enrichment Grants. Congress intended these 
grants to go to school districts so they can 
provide locally-tailored programming and sup-
portive services for students, including school- 
based mental health programs, drug preven-
tion programs, expanded access to arts, 
music, and foreign language programs, and 
other programs that fit the needs of districts. 
I am grateful that my amendment to highlight 
the need for full funding of this program was 
included in the bill, but I am deeply dis-
appointed that we have not committed to pro-
viding this critical resource to local commu-
nities. 

Another central tenet of the ESSA was a 
commitment to reducing student testing, and 
making sure that states and school districts 
are able to audit their assessment systems 
and eliminate duplicative and ineffective tests. 
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